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CALENDAR “*'{ Z40=9°, 
. a 4 Men x fe ae ° 
Under this heading you will find a calendar of events of interest to FOG members. If you want your group mecting etc., listed send the name of the event, 
date, city, state and contact phone number. Send in only those events which are scheduled after the 15th of the FOGHORN issue month in which it will appear. 


Date Event Address Contact No. 


PresidenvFounder..........+.+ 
Finance Officer........cseeeeeeee 
Correspondence Secy........++5 


Sept 22 SF FOG (7:30 to 10:00 p.m.) Bldg C Rm 205, Fort Mason 415-661-4324 
Sept 23 SR FOG contact Joel Potts 707-545-0285 
7:00 p.m. for meeting information 
Sept 26 Chicago FOG Contact Jim Hanlon 312-441-8673 
1:30 p.m. for meeting place 
Sept 26 FrOG—CA =~ ., _ 4340 N. Wilson 209-222-2155 
2:00 p.m. : Fresno, CA . 
Oct 3 NOCCC/OSSIG Chapman College 714-998-8080 
(1:00 p.m.) Hashinger Auditorium 
PO.BOX 3616,Orange CA 92665 
Oct 5 Memphis FOG Contact Brett Bonner 901-797-6024 
for meeting place 901-388-2254 
Oct 5 Atlanta TOGA 127 Peachtree St Lith A 404-973-9294 
: 11:30 a.m. “confirm with Eliott Lipson 
Oct 5 Tempe FOG ‘Senior Citizens Center 602-962-0820 
6:30 p.m. . Rural Ave & Southern 
___Tempe, AZ 
Oct 6 Sele 4343 Pacific Ave 209-478-2242 
7:00 p.m. Stockton, CA 
Oct 7 SC FOG workshop : * Same as FOG mtg. Jul 15 above. 408-947-1650 
(7:30 to 10:00 p.m.) 
Oct 12 Marin County (MOG) . Bank of Marin 415-331-3472 
(6:30 p.m.) ___64E. Blithedale, Mill Valley, CA 415-461-3986 
Oct 12 FrOG — NY 344 East Main 
7:30 p.m. Rochester, NY 
Oct 13 East Bay FOG Mtg. B&B Electronics 415-841-5900 
(Workshop 6:00 p.m.) 2828 Ford Street, Oakland, CA 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. Near Park St. bridge) 
Oct 15 Monterey Bay Area Contact Marcia for date, time 408-722-4272 
Osborne Computer Users' Group and place confirmation. 
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Submissions 
All articles, announcements, letters-to-the-editor, non-commercial, member, classified ads, etc.’ should be WordStar files, “D” mode (except for program 
listings), formatted to 70 columns, with paragraphs dented 5 spaces, no print commands (until we discover how to search for ~P symbols). They should be 
on (Osborne I readable) diskettes. The submissions can be sent in the mail (protectively packaged), copied to a FOG diskette at a FOG meeting, delivered, 
by arrangement, to a FOG officer, or sent by modem to the editor or an officer of FOG. “By modem” is by far the most convenient method. If you don’t have 
a modem. get together with a friend who does and send your file. It will be a fun experience. 


Commerical Advertising 


Commercial ads can be submitted as document files, using the same parameters as those listed for articles etc., above or as camera ready copy. If you 
submit a full page ad on disk, use the WordStar default margins top and bottom (55 lines). Half page ads are 27 lines by 70 columns or 55 lines by 35 


columns. The current rates, effective 4/15/82, are: 


$50/full page, $35/nalf page, $20/quarter page. 
Submission Deadline 


Any material of special time value, must be submitted on or before the third Thursday of the month preceding the month of publication (SC FOG 
mecting ). Articles which are not month-specific may be submitted at any time. (Please, avoid the deadline rush; contribute early!) 


FROM THE FOG 


More From The Board 
By Frank Morton 


Let me begin by continuing from last month the discussion regarding 
FOG Corporate activities. The Board of Trustecs has voted to rebate to 
authorized Local FOG Chapters 25% of the annual dues paid by their 
members to FOG. An “authorized Local FOG Chapter” was defined to be a 
group of FOG members or potential FOG members whose proposed 
BYLAWS and Officers are accepted by the FOG Board of Trustees. We have 
a set of suggested BYLAWS (with appropriate blanks) essentially finished. 
They will be provided to anyone who asks for them. The main idea is to 
assure the Board that the Local Chapters will act as separate legal entities, 
bui with the same general intent and precepts as the Parent FOG 
organization. 

The whole idea is to create networked, autonomous Local Chapters 
which will be united by the FOGHORN and the Officers acting under the 
direction of the Board of Trustess who are elected by the general 
membership. In this way the Local Chapters can best suit the needs of the 
Local membership, while the Board and Officers can relay and dissemi- 
nate information to and between the Chapters as well as represent the 
entire membership. 

Our collective views and desires can thereby be made known to the 
Osborne Computer Corporation and others in the world of personal 
computing. In fact, although our primary thrust has been (and will no 
doubt continue to be) towards owners of Osborne Computers, there is no 
reason why we should not include in the membership of FOG all persons 
interested in any form of portable personal computers. 

The policy of members paying the entire ducs (presently $24 per 
year) to FOG with a rebate being paid back to the Local Chapters has 
been chosen as the policy of the current Board. It will begin with dues of 
new members submitted with Chapter status application or with the 
renewal dues of existing members who wish to be affiliated with an 
authorized Local Chapter. To have made the Rebate retroactive for all 
existing members would have wiped out most of the existing Treasury. 

The 25% rebate was chosen to help defray some of the Local 
Chapter expenses while still maintaining enough income to support the 
expense of the FOGHORN and Disk Library activity. In many cases Local 
Chapters will need to find additional sources of revenue to support Local 
newsletters and or other activities that they may want to participate in, As 
a matter of fact, FOG will need to go to additional efforts to raise funds if 
Our activities are to be maintained without increasing the annual dues. 

It might be of some interest for you to know just what sort of 
activities do take place at FOG headquarters (if there is such a place). It 
may well explain a few things about why our responses to your individual 
communications are not all that you (and we) wish they could be, 

First of all | want to reiterate that with onc exception we are all 


volunteers and are new at this whole business! That means that we have 
jobs which unfortunately demand our attention, at least part of the time. 
As I have mentioned before, | work for a large aerospace firm five days a 

weck, and on Saturdays I sell computers at a nearby Osborne Dealership! 

When we were a small Users Group I freely passed out my Home and 
Work telephone numbers. As the membership swelled and I started 
getting calls from everywhere (literally), it did not pass unnoticed at 
work. My family soon started cracking under the strain of their 
“switchboard/answering” duties, for which they had not volunteered. FOG 
took over the family phone line with an answering device provided by a 
former business of mine. Meanwhile my family got a new (unknown?) 
line for their use, but we did not unlist it and some ingenious souls have 
found it with the help of Information (my family may leave me yet). 

The thing that troubles me most is that it is very difficult to answer 
many of the calls I receive. At work I cannot call outside without walking 
to another building to reach a pay phone which is usually busy, and by 
the time I get home and have dinner, it is too late to call many places 
back East. However, | try to get to as many as I can, with a resultant 
phone bill which is supported by my Saturday job, since we arc not yet 
reimbursing FOG expenses, other than FOGHORN and Disk Library 
expenses. 

Meanwhile, | had a Post Office Box, also left over from a former 
business. Two mentions in InfoWorld, involvement in the Portable 
Companion, a listing in the Users Reference Guide, and general word of 
mouth have spread our fame far and wide. Our mail is almost literally 
bursting the poor little mail box. We have grown from 18 members last 
September to over 1250 members at last count (in less than 11 months). 
Unlike Adam Osborne, | am not able to reply to each one. I try to see to it 
that | at least read each letter! Fortunately most are membership 
applications (1 took care of them for the first few hundred) or requests 
for information, which seem to be well handled by sending a complimen- 
tary copy of the FOGHORN with an application blank. 

Now I do have the able assistance of Gale, and we do pay her what 
we can. But it is not enough to support her, only enough to partially 
compensate for the time she was taking away from her own business to 
help FOG. Although she is home some days she is not available Tue. thru 
Thur. She already receives enough calls to interfere with her work on her 
Osborne for FOG. 

David Oates is presently unrewarded (financially) for his efforts, as 
are the other members of the Board. We hope to create a Ways & Means 
Committee to determine some methods of generating enough extra 
revenue to at least reimburse legitimate expenses for the Board Members 
and Officers without violating out Non-Profit status. 

This has not been an apology but an explanation! We obviously 
would not be involved if we did not enjoy all of this. You members are 
really great! It is a real pleasure to know you and to work with you. If we 
grow large enough (as we no doubt will) hopefully we can give you the 
service that you desire and in most cases deserve. In the meanwhile, until 
we can get this network of Local Chapters operating and helping on the 
local level, we hope you will understand some of our limitations. 

kk 


ADVERTISEMENT 


@LIVE 8O 


YOUR COMPATIBLE COMPANION 


Double Duty...Single Price 
Low Cost, Daisy Wheel Quality Typing & Printing 


Regardless of whether you already own a 
personal computer or have yet to decide which 
one to buy, the OLIVE-80is ready for you now. 
It is a letter quality, daisy wheel typewriter / 
printer that connects to just about any 
computer available. Going places? At less than 
22 lbs, OLIVE-80 is ready to follow wherever 


© PORTABILITY 
(weighs less than 22 Ibs) 


© DUAL PURPOSE OUTPUT 
DEVICE 


(letter quality typing & printing) 
e UNIVERSAL, SERIAL 
Coney eeaee. keer port) need it. And its 10 character correction memory 
takes the pain out of those inevitable typos. 
¢ FLEXIBLE DESIGN : Need super- and sub-scripts in your 
a wordprocessing jobs? Let the right kind of 
program call the shots (such as WordStar* or 
equivalent), and OLIVE-80 will do as told, 
your business or pleasure may take it. Got a including auto-underline and bold face print. 
quickie letter to type and don’t want to bother That's why we call it the Compatible 
putting it on disk? OLIVE-80 is ready to serve Companion. It is ready to work for you, any time, 
as a versatile, electronic typewriter anytime you any place. 


FEATURES 


e Interchangeable Daisy Wheel 

e Automatic Correction (10 Char Memory) The 

e Foreign Keyboard Selection i 

Interchangeable Ribbon Cartridge © | ive b ran ch 

11 Inch Printing Line Length are ; ; 
Standard RS-232C Serial Interface Association, (Lite. 
Hardware Handshake & Software Protocols . 

Selectable Baud Rates (110, 300, 1200) 26291 Production Ave., Ste. 205 
165 Character Buffer Hayward, CA 94545, USA 


Approx 12 CPS Printing Speed (415) 887-5633 


OLIVE-80 3 u tradervark of The Olive Branen Assecanen Ld 
"WordStars @ tegstered fagemark of KMicroPro Intemational Corp 


Notes, Notes, and More Notes 


By Gale Rhoades 


What will follow is an accumulation of notes about the library, Santa 
Clara FOG, membership, and tricks some of the members have been 
asking me to write up. 

First, a brief note or two about the library. It would appear that some 
of the membership is having difficulty with the copies of the library they 
have obtained. You should be aware of the fact that, if properly prepared, 
none of the disks have system tracks on them. Therefore, none of the 
disks should be inserted into drive A: until you have used SYSGEN.COM 
to pick up the system tracks (refer to Doug Hurst's article in the August 
TIPS FOR TYROS for more information on this). 


Failure to do this should result in “BOOT ERROR” when you try to 
access the disk. Of the several disks returned to me because “they didn’t 
work”, most fell into the above mentioned category. 


These disks are designed to be viewed while in drive B:. You should 
work only with copies of any of the disks you are interested in. Do not 
put your system tracks on a disk you plan to allow others to copy as this 
is a violation of the copyright. If you have put your system tracks on a 
disk and then want to give someone to copy it, you must make a copy for 
them without your system tracks. To do this, format a blank disk and put 
it in drive B:. Now put your CP/M system disk in drive A: and type “PIP”. 
The PIP cursor is an asterisk (* ). When this appears and the drives stop, 
remove the system disk from A: and insert the disk you wish to copy 
from. Now type “B:=A:°.°”. This will transfer all files on the disk. The 
person wanting the copy must use his SYSGEN.COM. 


My final note about the library for this month — WHERE ARE THE 
LISTS FROM LIBRARIANS ACROSS THE WORLD? I have exactly seven 
responses from the over 40 library sets we have sent out. I need the list of 
your files, even if you have received a copy of the library in the last few 
wecks. One of the files that | lost on my single density disks was the list of 
who had what. New disks will only go to those who send me a listing of 
their files. PLEASE HELP ME MAKE THE LIBRARY WORK FOR 
EVERYONE! 


The Santa Clara FOG seminar meeting on August 19th featured 
Robert O'Neill, Director of Strategic Planning for Amdahl. Bob is also an 
Osborne owner and FOG member. His presentation, complete with slides 
was on mainframes. 


Of interest to many was Bob's definition of a nanosecond which 
answered a question frequently heard during discussions of spike 
suppressors. A nanosecond is approximately eleven inches. That is to say, 
something travelling at the speed of light travels about eleven inches in 
one nanosecond. 


Frank Morton also announced the gift/purchase of a 1OMb Hard disk 
drive from Trantor. Trantor donated a portion of the cost of the unit and 
the balance was paid for out of the FOG treasury as authorized by the 
Board of Trustees. The Board felt that the cost was justified in view of the 
rapid growth of the membership. As soon as I can get a database up and 
working, I will be able to have a better handle on where groups are, who 
has the library, who has paid their dues and when, and so on. In the 
meantime, you will have to bear with me. I will write a review of the 
Trantor after I have tackled some of these jobs and am in a position to 
better discuss its merits. Initially though, I can say that | am very pleased 
with the increased speed and the ease of use. The documentation has 
been all I could ask for. 


I hope that | have lost none of your requests, memberships, etc. but 
since this is possible, requests sent in prior to 9/1 and unanswered by 10/1 
should be repeated. The membership is too large (1 think we are 
approaching 1500) for me to get on one disk. Thus I find I am currently 
out of answers when | get letters and calls. This should improve very 
quickly. 

It does however, lead to my next note. Without the help I have 
received lately, especially from Barbara Pinney, Warren Hamblet, Rick 


Lane, and Bill Houk, little would have been accomplished here lately. A 
sincere thanks is hereby tendered. 

The attendance at the Dysan Auditorium is approaching the danger 
point. It has been suggested that, especially for workshops, multiple 
mecting times and places should be established. If anyonc has an idea for 
where or when a special interest group might mect or if you are willing 
to organize or chair the group, please contact Craig Chun (408)947-1650. 
Please help get groups started! 

Some of the members returned the request for the SORCIM 
newsletter that was in the first issue of the PORTABLE COMPANION. For 
those of you who have not already done so, DO! This is a great source of 
tips, answers, information, etc. for everyone who is even distantly 
interested in learning the use of SuperCalc. For those of you who did not 
get the first issue, send a request to Sorcim (405 Aldo Ave., Santa Clara, 
Ca, 95050). 

One way to use your printer as a typewriter is to use PIPCOM. Put 
the disk with PIPCOM in DRIVE a: and type: PIP LST:=CON:, This then 
requires that you use the <CR> to active the printer for cach line. You 
may correct any errors on screen if you have not typed <CR>. A “J must 
be used to advance the paper in the printer. Type “Z to terminate the 
PIP.COM. This is a great way to address an envclope quickly and neatly. 

For those of you working on an easy way to “spool” your output to 
the printer, attention! The version of PIPCOM that comes with the 
Osborne does not support the command PIP LST:=B:°.°. 

A short tip for those of you working on your first large word 
processing job. DON'T TRY TO EDIT FILES LARGER THAN 30K WITH 
WordStar! Trying to edit these very large files on your Osborne is almost 
certain to result in disaster. It also slows you down! WordStar requires 
disk space equal to three times the length of the file for editing. 

If you have a larger project, it is easier and safer to work with small 
10K — 12K files and tie them together with a print command file using 
the command “FI <FILENAME.EXT>”. Unless you change the instruc- 
tions through other dot commands, the pages will be numbered 
sequentially. 
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Is installing WordStar® for 


If it is, then C I Software has just the 
thing for you: CUSTOM printer installa- 
tions for the following printers: 


EPSON: MxX-8@, MxX-88@ F/T, MX16@ 
Graftrax & Graftraxt 
OKIDATA: Microline 82A & 834A 
C. ITOH: 8518, SS1GA & 1550 
NEC: 88234 . 


Each installation sets *N,*A,*Y,*@,°W,*E, 
printer init., and turn-off, Also included 
is a test file for you to print-out on 
your own printer & verify the installa- 
tion. Fully compatable with HexPrintR™. 


The C. Itoh & NEC versions are state-of-the-art installations 
as they have assembly language subroutines for FULL printer 
initialization and anti-backlash super- & sub-scripts! 


Price: $25 + tax (include a copy of your 
WordStar diskette & specify printer? 


or: $1 for a sample test print-out. 


Q) 
(( y SOFTWARE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS } 


1380 Garnet Ave. - Suite E149 - San DiegoCA 92109 
(WordStar® is a registered trademark of the MicroPro Corp.) 


mu ee 


It is usually best to put all formatting commands in each individual 
file. This way, if you want to print out only a single file, it will print just 
the way (except for page number and sometimes the page break) you 
want the finished product. If you want each individual file to start a new 
page, use the command “PA" before or after each “FI”. 

If the project is one that requires the longer file, there is a way for 
you to edit it in smaller pieces and then put the pieces back together in a 
single file (if you wanted to alter MODEM7.ASM for example.) PIPCOM is 
once again your answer. 

To separate a large file into two or more small files, use the S and Q 
parameters of PIP. You must first find an unique string (a combination of 
letters and/or numbers in the file at the approximate points where you 
wish to make the split. For the purpose of demonstration, lets say that you 
wish to split the file DEMO-PIPTXT into three parts. At the end of the first 
section is: testl and at the end of the second second is: test2. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


INTERFACE WITH DESIGN & TYPE 
Now, using our type ae system we can link to 
or Word/Data Processor. Over the phone. 

t's simple. Let the system do the work. 

Giving you state-of-the-art productivity. 

W@ Saves Time Avoids re-keyboarding, 
re-proofreading and re-editing. 

Wi Reduces Errors Especially in complex 
and technical jobs. 

i Lowers Costs Save ae and printing 
costs by reducing bulk. And lower your 
type bill, too. 

For those of you without word processing capabilities 

we still set type the traditional way. Call us for quality 


text and display typography, design, camera-ready 
artwork, and stats at a fraction 


of what the big ad €3 
N information please call 


shops charge. 
Pro! Lori Small or Steve Beckerman 


410 TOWNSEND STREET, SUITE 408 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 * 415/495-6280 


Put a disc with only PIP-COM in drive A:. Put the disc with DEMO- 
PIPTXT in drive B:. Type PIP<CR>. At the PIP prompt (°), type: 
SPLITI.TXT = DEMO-PIPTXT| Qtestl*Z]. When the PIP prompt returns, 
type SPLIT2.TXT = DEMO-PIPTXT|Stestl*ZQtest2*Z]. When the PIP 
prompt returns for the third time, type SPLIT3. TXT = DEMO- 
PIPTXT[Stest2*Z] 

You can now use WordStar to edit any of the three parts. When you 
are finished, put a newly formatted and SYSGEN’d disk in Drive A: and PIP 
PIP-COM onto it. Put the disk with the three corrected files in Drive B:. 
Type PIP. When the * appears, type: 

DEMO2PIPTXT = SPLIT1.TXTSPLIT2.TXTSPLIT3.TXT<CR> 

For those of you who have not heard, WordStar has a very lovely 
feature which speeds up the process when you are printing and using the 
default answer for cach question. After you enter the name of the file to 
be printed, hit <ESC> rather than <CR>. This is a much better method 
than setting up one of your special function keys with eight returns. This 
trick will not work however if you have used a <CR> after entering the 


filename. 
kk 


From The DOGHOUSE 
— CP/M part II 
by John Gaudio 


This is the second of two articles that will introduce you to some of 
the features of CP/M. In the August issue, I spoke of CP/M as an office 
manager and of the way that this office manager handles the resources of 
our favorite computer. I also mentioned the fact that CP/M is really a 
program, that it’s function is to act as an operating system for computers, 
and that for the Osborne, tracks 0, 1, & 2, of each disks are reserved for 
this program. 

Keeping a copy of the CP/M operating system on the system tracks of 
every disk can often make life a great deal easier. For example, this allows 
you to boot from the diskette (put them into the left drive and press the 
return key when you first turn on your Osborne). Having system tracks 
on every disc also keeps you out of trouble when the program you are 
using trics to access the system tracks of a diskette. WordStar, PIP, and 
COPY all do this under certain conditions. 

One of the programs found on the CP/M System Disk is SETUP. Recall 
that our office manager, CP/M, has to be intimately familiar with all of the 
resources available to it. On the Osborne, this means that CP/M must 
know all of the details about the printer tied to the system, all about the 
keyboard, including the meaning of each of the special function keys, the 
speed (or baud rate) to be used by the serial (RS-232) port, and more. 

Most of this information was built into our version of CP/M when the 
folks at Osborne Computer Corporation (OCC) wrote the Basic Input 
Output System, otherwise known as the BIOS. The fact is, though, that 
those people had no way to know what kind of printer you're going to 
use, at what speed you'll want to use the RS-232 port, or what you want 
to do with the special function keys. Only YOU can tell CP/M what you've 
decided to with YOUR system. You have to train your own office manager 
for the environment you create around your own computer. 

To make this task easier for you, the people at OCC wrote a program 
called SETUP. This program allows you to change parts of the BIOS in 
your copy of CP/M simply by selecting the appropriate options. Thus 
training CP/M to handle the Osborne the way you want it to, and 
optimizing CP/M for your system and your purpose. 

For details on using the program “SETUP” see the section entitled 
“Setting Up” in chapter two of the blue Osborne Users Reference Guide. 
In my manual, rev 2/22/82, this is on page 41. In yours it may be on a 
different page. 

SETUP reads the CP/M operating system from the first three tracks of 
one of your diskettes and stores it temporarily in the Osborne’s memory. 
After you modify the stored copy of your CP/M system by answering a 
few questions, SETUP allows you to save your modified version of CP/M 
on the system tracks of a diskette in either drive. You choose the Drive. 
SETUP can also be used simply to copy a CP/M system from one diskette 
to another. 


It’s very possible that you'll want many versions of CP/M, each stored 
on a different diskette, and each to be used for a different purpose. For 
example, if you have two printers, one a high-speed dot matrix printer 
(we'll assume it's connected to the IEEE-488 port), and the other a much 
slower, letter quality printer (assume it’s tied to the serial RS-232 port), 
you might want to keep a separate WordStar disk for each. The first 
diskette might be set up for the IEEE-488 or the Centronics protocol, and 
you would use it to put rough drafts out in a hurry on the dot matrix 
printer. The second WordStar disk might be set up for the standard serial 
option, the ETX/AKN, or the XON/XOFF protocol, used when your 
material was in final form. 

Although SETUP handles all of the modifications to CP/M that most 
users will ever need, there will always be a few of us that aren't satistied. 
For those who want to implement special features, the oddball printer, a 
null on one of the special function keys, or any of a number of other 
special features, the programs MOVCPM and SYSGEN are very helpful. 
MOVCPM allows us to create new versions of CP/M that are designed to 
run in different parts of the machine’s memory. SYSGEN is used to move 
the CP/M program from the system tracks of a diskette into the 
computer's memory. 

While the program is stored temporarily in the computer's memory, 
you can modify CP/M directly using a program called DDT. DDT is found 
on your CP/M Utilities disk. You can then use SYSGEN to send the 
modified CP/M to the system tracks of one or more diskettes. 

This sort of modification generally requires a little knowledge about 
assembly language programming, so don't feel bad if you get a bit lost in 
your first attempts. On the other hand don't be afraid to jump in and try 
using these programs. Just BE SURE YOU ARE USING ONLY BACKUP 
DISKS THAT YOU CAN AFFORD TO LOSE. It’s very easy to accidently 
erase a disk when playing with assembly language, even for the 
experienced assembly language programmer. 

For more details on these programs sce Chapter 8, “Revisiting CP/M” 
of your Users Reference Guide. You might also look at the manuals put 
out by Digital Research Corporation on CP/M. These can be very helpful 


ADVERTISEMENT 
C.1 Software is proud to introduce: 


HexPrintR” 


ADDS FULL PRINTER 
CONTROL TO THE WORDSTAR® 
WORD PROCESSING PROGRAM. 


(formerly Known as "Hex Your WordStar") 


This program allows you to send ANY string of characters or 
control codes to your printer. It redefines the function of 
the printer control code “R to mean “send the following hex 
{or decimal) data to the printer until another *R is encoun- 
tered." If you have a dot graphics printer, this allows the 
generation of special characters ( ™ & ©) or pictures such 
as the smile face in this ad. 


$soooe + tax © 


fwailable at your local Osborne dealers or directly from: 


G 
( z l SOFTWARE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS ) 


1380 Garnet Ave. - Suite E149 - SanDiegoCA 92109 
714/483-6384 
(WordStar@ is a registered trademark of the MicroPro Corp.) 


when trying to piece together some special feature of your own personal 
version of CP/M, but they really aren't written for beginners. 

I hope this, and the previous article have helped to clarify some of 
the mysteries surrounding CP/M and the programs we use to work with 
it. Remember that SETUP should handle almost any changes you want to 
make to your operating system, but don’t be afraid to play with programs 
like SYSGEN, DDT, and MOVCPM. So long as you work with spare backup 
copies of your disks, there's nothing you can hurt. Have fun! 
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The Hogan Touch 
By Leo Grandi 


Last year, while Thom Hogan was the editor of InfoWorld, he was 
invited to speak at a luncheon of the Administrative Management Society 
in conjunction with the business equipment show held in San Francisco 
each year. 

His speech was so well accepted then that he was invited to speak 
again this year. Only this time, he came as a representative of Osborne 
Computer Corporation. | was responsible for both engagements and 
whereas the first time Hogan refused the honorarium, on this last 
occasion, he chose to will the $250 honorarium to “my favorite non 
profit organization — First Osborne Group” Thus, Thom Hogan has 
become the first bonafide contributor to FOG, a newly charted non- 
profit, educational organization. 
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From Vancouver, Canada 
By Jack Brown 


July 19 was the meeting of the Vancouver “Osbug” group at the Board 
of Trade Tower in downtown Vancouver. A few questions were raised 
about Osborne operation, especially when editing Basic files with 
WordStar. The consensus seems to be to use the ‘N’ mode, and to be sure 
to use the ‘bas file extension so the program will run properly. 

It was also noted that CP/M requires any files to be common to 
different user numbers be made ‘SYS’ files (using the STAT command). 
Otherwise only user ‘0’ (or whatever user number they are created as) 
will be able to access them. Remember, ‘SYS’ files won't show up on your 
directory listing using DIR, but they will using XDIR! By the way, there is 
another XDIR.COM file in the FOG library that only takes up 2K instead 
of the usual 4K. The only difference is in having to scroll the screen to 
read the remaining number of bytes. (a small price to pay when you are 
pinching bytes for data). 

Alex Danny brought his new 5Mbyte Trantor disk and gave a 
demonstration of how it could end his huge clutter of discs, Except now 
he needs sets of archive copies, and they can't be used except to dump 
data back into the hard disc. (now that means one set for archive this 
week, one set for next week, and one to run when the hard disc is down 
and he has to use the drives, and....). It sure adds a lot of speed though. 
Just remember, you only need one CP/M system for the whole hard disc. 
Now we need a patch for each program to reconfigure the arrow keys 
automatically, as well as the special function keys. 


Peter Heckmann, Wayne Russell and myself split the FOG library up, 
and tried to give a summary of the programs available. We created quite a 
bit of interest in FOG, because this was the first time the library has been 
available to Canadian members. It was agreed that FOG membership is a 
‘best buy’, especially since we get these great newsletters! (Keep up the 
good work, all you people who have been contributing!) And you out 
there — YES I MEAN YOU!!! How about a contribution from your part of 
the country? I'm sure we all would enjoy and benefit from anything you 
send in. 

We also passed around the first issuc of PORTABLE COMPANION. It 


ADVERTISEMENT 


WE ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRINT THE “FOGHORN” 
YES! 

THE DEADLINES WERE TIGHT. 
BUT THAT’S THE BUSINESS WE'RE IN. 


213 EAST GRAND AVENUE 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080 


IF YOU NEED: Manuals - Reports 
Brochures 


Newsletters - Booklets 
Business cards - Letterheads 


We care for 
your success. 


YOU'LL LIKE 
OUR 
ATTITUDE 


AND OUR 
QUALITY. 


seems that somchow Osborne Computer Corp. sees us Canadians as non- 
entities or something, because the premier issue is not being mailed to 
anyone outside the United States. How about everyone that didn’t get a 
copy of Portable Companion writing Thom Hogan and letting him know 
that we pay more for our Osbornes than users in the US. do, and we 
really should get our copies, too! We may not sing the Star Spangled 
Banner, but we like our Osbornes! 

HELPFUL NOTE: If you use the expanded print option on an Epson 
MX-80 and program it into one of WordStar’s user keys, it will cancel at 
the end of each line. If you want it to only cancel when you want, try 
programming it into the ALTERNATE PITCH “PA key. For some reason, 
this toggles the double width on at the beginning of EACH line. Cancel it 
by using the “PN key programmed to cancel expanded mode. Jim 
Woolley shows how to program these functions both in the PORTABLE 
COMPANION and in previous newsletters. 

At our August 16th meeting, we had a presentation on the Athana 
line of diskettes. It seems that Athana makes ALL the parts for their 
diskettes themselves, including the magnetic material itself I'm trying 
some myself to see what they are like. 

Finally, a battery pack is available for the Osborne! It comes from 
BITS in Texas. With lots of colored lites to let you know when the battery 
runs down, it seems like a good idea. Well, I haven't actually SEEN one 
yet, but their description is nice. 

Oh yes, the city record for MUNCHKIN (from Software Toolworks) 
is now held by a twelve year old video game fanatic. WARNING!!! don’t 
let your little brother/sister, son/daughter get going on that game unless 
you are willing to pact with your computer for a few wecks!! The 
graphics are great for the Osborne. 

For any of you who don’t know about all the good software from 
Software Toolworks, check with your dealer. QUICK! As well as some 
great games, they have super prices on the SPELL program, C compiler, 
Macro assemblers, and much more. Heath owners have known about 
them for years, but they now spend lots of time formatting the programs 
for the Osborne. 
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East Bay FOG 
By Richard Ezzard 


The meat of the meeting was a chalk-talk by Jim Schenkel on CP/M 
operations, both the elementary and the more arcane. 

The following are some of the useful tips that bear repeating — 
obscure points we may have learned and forgotten but would be wise to 
learn again: 

*P to turn on your printer can be sent any time, even in the midst of 
a CP/M command line entry. A good time to send a “P would be after 
forming a TYPE command, but before you hit the <CR>. An ASCII file 
will be printed on both screen and printer, but the command line itself 
won't be printed by the printer. 

Ambiguous file name references (wild cards) can be used in a CP/M 
ERA command to erase more than onc file in a single operation. For 
example, to make space on a WordStar files diskette, you could ERA °.BAK 
to knock out all extra backup files at once. 

You can give often used files short names to save yourself keystrokes. 
Jim changes XDIR.COM to D.COM, gets his directory to appear with the 
single keystroke “d”. Use the CP/M REN command or WASH.COM. 

Undocumented function in WordStar: “Shift/question mark acts as a 
backwards delete, the same as “hyphen. There may be other undocu- 
mented three-finger functions. 

MOVCPM: useful if you want to make space in memory above the 
area where CP/M normally loads. One application is to put assembly 
language subroutines to MBASIC programs in an area of their own. Thus a 
program may be largely in BASIC, but include assembly language 
segments for the portions that have to run fast, such as graphics. 

PIP: Don't forget you can use PIP with devices, as well as files. 
Example: You can “copy” an ASCII file to the LST device. The effect is to 
print the file (without bothering to go through WordStar’s print facility). 


Example: You can concatenate file and device inputs in one command. 
That is, you can create a new file which consists of a source file (or part 
of a file) plus input from the keyboard plus additional files or parts of files. 
Just remember to mark the end of the keyboard “file” with “Z so that PIP 
will know the input from that source is over. 

More PIP: Don't forget the useful optional parameters of PIP. Use the 
[Z] parameter to convert WordStar document files to straight ASCII (sets 
all high order bits to 0). Conversely, use the [O] parameter to copy a file 
as is (including command files, WordStar files, other object files, 
compressed data files, etc). Use [N] and [N2] options to put numbers on 
lines of text or programs. 

After Jim's talk, the meeting broke up into general discussion. There 
is an interesting split of opinion on the way the East Bay FOG should 
define itself, the thrust for future development: One faction holds that the 
future function of FOG should be a club for the cognoscenti and 
connoisseurs of computers. This “hackers” section thinks it is tiring to 
tell unwashed newcomers over and over again what is an “ASCII” They 
see FOG as an elite interest group for people with a common interest in 
computers and computing in gencral, and the Osborne 1 in particular. 

The other side sees FOG as a Consumers Union of (Osborne) 
computers. The wider the membership, the more clout the organization 
can claim. They favor spreading the computer gospel and helping all 
beginners enter the brave new world of computers. They want a self-help 
and mutual aid society, where all hold hands and there is always time to 
show someone how to make a backup disk. 

Speaking editorially, we should hope that FOG can embrace both 
these groups. They need each other. The priesthood should never spurn 


the congregation. The novices should pay attention to the more advanced. 


ake 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


HELP! dBASE II: Does anyone have a set of command files for 
handling bibliographic references — to go in and out of WordStar, sort or 
index, possibly to rearrange the format to suit different journals? 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Leave a message on the Proxima CBBS (415-357-1130) Subject = 

Osborne. Jim Ulrick 

kat 
I need help installing my Microline 83A (Okidata) printer. 1 can’t get it to 
do all the things it’s supposed to do and the manual is a bit confusing to 
me. David J. Steele — 209-478-2242 (CA) [If your are in the Stockton, CA 
area, you might ask David about SOG.] 

kee 
Does anybody know how to install WordStar to take advantage of the 
various dot commands etc for my BROTHER HR-1? An article, similar to 
the excellent one on the NEC printer by Jim Woolley, would be 
appreciated. I have sent a copy of the BROTHER manual to the Osborne 
people in hopes of encouraging development of the info. Howard I. Podell 
— 914-235-0641 (NY) 
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CARPOOLING — Several members who live in the north and east Bay 
Area as well as in the City have asked me for names of other members 
who make the drive to Santa Clara for the meetings. If you are interested 
in car pooling, call me (415-756-0821) with the information. We need 
both drivers and riders. Gale Rhoades 

kkk 
Because of inquiries received, Simon Kisch, President, East Bay FOG, 
made up a short roster of people willing to tutor others on Osborne | 
operations. Simon (841-5900) can be contacted to find out who has what 
area of expertise to share. Fees to be mutually agreed upon may be 
involved. Richard Ezzard 

kik 
Has anyone done a BASIC program for computing and maintaining golf 
handicaps? Loren Martindale (1746 W. 25th, Yuma, AZ, 85364) could 
sure use some help with the handling of data files so he can set up a 
program for his golfing association. Since he says he is a real novice, | am 
sure any help would be appreciated. 

kik 
Bill Houk and I are interested in organizing a dBASE II special interest 
group. We will hold the first meeting on October 9th. The place 
(probably in the Daly City area) will depend on the number of 


THE OSBORNE’S BIGGEST PROBLEM 
JUST GOT BIGGER! 


As an Osborne owner, when did you last hear: 
“How can you stand that screen, it’s tiny?” 


Well your tiny screen just got bigger. About 50% bigger, actually. COMSOL, the computer solutions company, 
has just Introduced a Screen Enlarger for your Osborne Personal Computer. 

Like the Osborne Personal Computer, we've made the Screen Enlarger portable. In seconds, the Screen 
Enlarger detaches and slips into the slot provided for your extra floppies. 

Also, like the Osborne Personal Computer, the Screen Enlarger is a high quality product at a reasonable price. 


Just $19.95, complete. 


jeewwcepareecesneeemenqecnwecenseeeennnenecseneeennnncnnnrnneeearaeasennsnnannanemntnnnnnenana snncannnnnnsanannanasenceesee 


COMSOL 
P.O. Box 206, Pt. Richmond, Calif. 94807 


Yes ... A Screen Enlarger is Just what | need. 
| am enclosing $19.95 for mine. 


Calif. Residents add $1.30 Sales Tax 


particpants. For this first meeting, we are requesting that only those with 
working dBASE programs attend. The reason for this is so that we can do 
some organizing and problem solving before we get involved with 
tutorial sessions. Please call me at 415-756-0821 if you are interested. 
Gale Rhoades 

kh 
EDITOR'S NOTE TO FOGHORN CONTRIBUTORS — Please, remember to 
give your work a TITLE. If you don’t then I will (as some have noticed). 
David 
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REVIEWS 


Accounting Software 
By Jack Brown 


Businessmaster I+ Accounting software $159.00 

When I saw the price, I thought “another so-called enhanced’ 
Osborne public domain program”, but I was pleasantly surprised to find 
that this was a completely new, comprehensive Cbasic accounting system. 
It includes A/R, A/P, G/L, Payroll, Inventory, fixed asset accounting, and 
mail list. And all this comes as SOURCE CODE! 

The documentation is quite complete, over 100 pages, and the code 
is supplied on four Allenbach diskettes that have been converted to flippy’ 
floppies — seven individual sides are used for the complete system. The 
documentation supplied for installation and compiling the code on the 
Osborne is quite good. 

There is a checklist that holds your hand through every step of the 
way. Even a rank beginner with no knowledge of programming or CP/M 
should be able to compile the programs with no trouble. The checklist 
even tells you when to do a “C after changing discs! 

I compiled it just the way they specified, and the whole thing went 
without a single error. BUT it took about three hours to compile 
everything down to six diskettes! 

After compiling the diskettes there were a few anxious moments 
while I tried to figure out what to do with the data files left. The 
instructions weren't too clear. But remembering seeing some information 
in the bulk of the documentation, I set out only to find that the programs 
will automatically create their own data files if there isn’t a data file 
already on disc. (well, that was easy!) Being a non-accounting type, it 
took me a couple of reads through the documentation to figure out the 
numbering routines for the accounts, but I didn’t stumble too badly. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


The program is all menu driven, and it tells you what program it is 
looking for at each stage. Sometimes it gets hard to remember which 
program is on which disc, but if the program isn't there, you are asked 
again for the right program, so it doesn't seem much of a problem. I think 
I'll recompile it so it also asks for the disc number, then there won't be 
any question. 

So far, I haven’t found any bugs. It all works as advertised! I’m 
working on a more detailed review for a future issue. Incidentally, this 
program supports over 50 different terminals, but the Install program 
isn’t included on the Osborne version disc. — just a file with the Osborne 
terminal data on it. All-in-all for $159.00, it seems to be a bargain, and 
with the source included, it should be easy to customize just the way you 
want it. Or run it just as it is. If your favorite software store doesn’t have 
this package, it can be ordered from Modular Concepts, 943 Boblett St., 
Blaine, WA 98230 (10% discount for FOG members — end of plug). 
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TIPS FOR TYROS 


A Hands-on Learning Experience 
By Greg Hinze 


Here is a learning project for those who have just bought their first 
computer, and have no previous experience with either a computer or 
typewriter. The project will collect four game programs on one diskette. 
NOTE: I will use the symbol <CR> to represent “carriage return.” To 
make a <CR>, press and release the RETURN button on the keyboard. 
“Type” means to physically typewrite (hunt and peck) whatever follows 
the word “type.” Don’t be afraid of mistakes. If a procedure does not 
work, do it over. In all the following procedures, either disk drive A or B, 
or both alternately, will run. Loading the CHESS or CASTLE games may 
take a half minute. In any case, let the drive stop and the red light go out 
before removing a disk from the drive. 

First, place the CP/M system disk in disk drive A. Make a <CR> and 
the A drive will transfer “system” information from the CP/M disk to the 
computer memory. Then place a new disk in drive B. When the symbol 
A> appears on the monitor, type COPY <CR> and then, as stated on the 
displayed menu, type F to format the new disk in drive B. When the disk 
stops, making two <CR> will now take us back to the system as shown 
by the symbol A>. 

Now get the MBASIC disk and disks numbered 004, 015 and 018 
from your copies of the FOG DISK LIBRARY. 


OLIVE SO ...0ZZIE’S COMPATIBLE COMPANION 


The Letter Quality Typewriter /Printer 


OLIVE-80 Is a trademark of The Olive Branch Association, Lid. “WordStar ts a registered trademark of MicroPro International Corp 


Plug the OLIVE-890 cable into the RS-232C port of your OCC-1, install 
. WordStar per our instructions...and you are ready to generate letter 
quality documents from your WordStar files...immediately. Going 
places? At less than 22 Ibs, OLIVE-80 is ready to follow its (Word) Star 
wherever you may lead it. Got a quickie letter to type and don't want to 
bother putting it on disk? OLIVE-8Qis ready to serve as a typewriter at 
any time. Need to do super- and sub-scripts? OLIVE-80will do what 
WordSiar tells it to do, including auto-underline and bold face print. 


The complete OLIVE-80 typewriter /printer package costs $749.00. The 
OLIVE-1 Interface is available separately for $249.00 to users who 
already own a Praxis typewriler from Olivetti. For another $50.00 we will 
do the interface installation for you. Write us or call for more intormation. 


The 

olive branch 
Association, Ltd. 
26291 Production Ave., Ste. 205 
Hayward, CA 94545, USA 

(415) 887-5633 


Next type PIP <CR> and an asterisk will appear on the monitor 
screen. The asterisk means the computer is ready to copy a file from one 
disk to another. 

Remove the CP/M disk from drive A and replace it with disk 004. Do 
NOT make a <CR> until you are through using PIP. Type 
B:= A:BACCARAT.BAS[V] <CR> and when the two drives stop spinning a 
new asterisk will appear on the monitor. 

[V] verifies the correctness of the copied file by causing it to be read 
back and checked against the source. PIP will work without [V], but why 
ignore a safety feature? 

Now type B:=A:ELIZA.BAS[V] <CR>. Replace disk 004 with disk 
015 and type B:= A:CASTLE.BAS[V] <CR>. We now have three files on 
our new disk. 

When a program is written in the BASIC language, it is a convention 
to use .BAS as an extension or file-type, added to the filename. As you can 
see, the three files we have copied are all written in BASIC. They can be 
“run” by placing the MBASIC disk in one drive and the new disk in the 
other drive; but now we will copy MBASIC onto the new disk, so we can 
“run” the programs with only this one disk in the computer. Replace disk 
015 with the MBASIC disk and type B:= A:MBASIC.COM[V] <CR>. 

Just for fun we will add a game program that is not written in BASIC 
and does not require the MBASIC program to “run.” Replace disk MBASIC 
in drive A with disk 018 and type B: = A:CHESS.COM[V] <CR>. 

Now replace the 018 disk in drive A with the CP/M disk and press 
the CTRL key while typing C. Our books symbolize this control-C 
operation with the symbol “C. Here we have used “C to get out of the 
PIP program, and to tell the CP/M operating system that the disk has been 
changed in drive A. Control C does not erase data from the computer 
memory. Now type SYSGEN <CR> after which the monitor will ask you 
to specify the SOURCE drive (type A), and the DESTINATION drive (type 
B) <CR>. After the drive stops, type SETUP <CR>, type B, and the 
monitor will display a menu. 

Then type E. A new menu will appear that is limited to a listing of 
the SPECIAL FUNCTION KEYS. After you define these keys, any onc of ten 
different program names or commands can be requested whenever you 
wish. 

For the moment, just carry out the following steps. Type 1 and then 
MBASIC <CR> followed by pushing the escape <ESC> key twice in 
succession. You will see the number | on the menu replaced with: 
MBASIC <CR>. I remind you that I do not mean for you to type the 
symbol <CR>, but to physically push the RETURN key. It will be 
displayed as <CR> but function as a RETURN. Now, using the same 
procedure, type the other key designations as follows: 2 LOAD"CASTLE”,R 
<CR>, 3 CHESS <CR>, 4 LOAD"BACCARAT”,R <CR>, 5 LOAD"ELIZA"\R 
<CR>, 6 LIST <CR>. ] have placed a <CR> after each name so that 
when you press a function key, the game will run immediately without 
requiring a separate <CR>. Notice that each of the BASIC programs has 
its name in quotes and is transferred from disk to computer memory by 
the command: LOAD. 

Copy this list of SPECIAL FUNCTION KEYS onto a piece of paper for 
future reference. Any or all FUNCTIONS can be changed in the future by 
again placing CP/M in A and this disk in B and using SETUP again as 
described. 

Now follow the instructions at the bottom of the menu or all is lost. 
Type X twice in succession and the menu will display the options: 
DESTINATION (A, B or “X” to exit). Be sure to name the drive in which 
your newly configured disk resides. Here, it is B. If you say X for exit, the 
SPECIAL FUNCTION KEY designations will not be saved and all will 
revert to the numbers 0 to 9. When you type B, expect drive B to run for 
20 seconds. SETUP is saved on the disk’s system tracks, so if you copy this 
disk, the SPECIAL FUNCTION KEYS will be copied also. 

The project is complete. Remove the CP/M disk from drive A and 
replace it with your new game program disk. Press RESET on the front of 
the computer and then <CR>. Reset erases all data from computer 
memory. 

Each SPECIAL FUNCTION KEY is formed by combining the control 
(CTRL) key with a number key. For example, while you are holding down 
the CTRL key, press number 3 and the CHESS game will start on the 
monitor. Type “C when you wish to discontinue the chess program. Since 
all the other games require the use of MBASIC, you must first load 
MBASIC into computer memory by holding CTRL down and pressing 1. 


After the disk stops, hold CTRL and press the number for any game you 
wish to play. 

If, when you are through playing a game and wish to sec what the 
BASIC program for that game looks like, press CTRL C to stop the game 
from “running.” Then press CTRL 6 for LIST. The listing of Basic 
statements will flash across the screen. To stop them for closer 
examination, press CTRL S. Press any key to start viewing the listing 
again. LIST works for BASIC programs only and so will not work with the 
CHESS game. 

If you wish to sce the directory of your new game disk, put the CP/M 
disk in drive A and your disk in drive B. Press CTRL C and type XDIR B: 
<CR>. This will display the disk directory and give you the name and 
size of each program on the disk. It will also tell how much room is still 
available for any additional program you may wish to add to the disk. 
Recording five programs on the disk and typing the six SETUP statements 
took a touch-typist less than 15 minutes to complete. Have fun. 

Note: This article was written and edited with the aid of three 
computer programs. They were: WordStar, SPELL and GRAMMATIK. 
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Trouble Closing A Disk Drive Door? 
By Jim Ulrick 


There is a small lever on either side of each drive at the back of the 
slot that the disk goes into. These levers verify that a disk is fully inserted 
before allowing the drive door to be closed. Sometimes the disk jacket 
gets caught underneath the lever rather than pushing it sideways as it 
should. When this happens, the door won't close. To remedy this, try 
putting a write protect sticker (or any thick tape) over the edge of the 
offending disk at the back corner. Usually, if you look at the disk, you'll 
see a glossy spot on the corner that's giving trouble — put the tape over 
that corner. 
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Tips (or tricks?) 
by Paul Pease 


Every time | sit down to play with my Osborne (most of the time I 
work on it, writing ads and pr for high tech companies), I learn a new 
trick. 

The folks at Digital Deli and other members in the FOG also pass 
along a lot of stuff that isn’t very clear in the documentation. Here are a 
few things I'll pass along to anyone who doesn’t know them already. 

1. *- erases backward, a letter at a time. 

2. “[ straightens out the screen when it's scrolled right. 

3. A hyphen ahead of your file name puts it at the top of your list 
when you xdir. Nice way to number your disks. All the FOG 
library disks are listed like this: -FOG.001, — FOG.002, etc. 

4, You can make a passable Copyright sign with a capital O 
immediately followed by “PH followed by small c: O*PHc [the P 
won't show on your screen — David]. 

LETTERHEAD FUNCTION KEY 

One neat trick for people who write a lot and don’t have printed 
letterhcads is to usc one of the ten programmable function keys for your 
name, address and phone. Here's what | use on my keys: 

0. *KS 

1. “KD 

2. Paul Pease, Writer 816 Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(408) 988-0711 

3. “OJ (I hate the justification I get when I type to 50 characters 
wide, which I set with. 

4. “ORSO(CR) 

5. POO 

6. “QP 

7. “QR 

8. “OC 

9. Date: 


ANNOUNCING FULL FEATURE 


CCOUNTING 
SOFTWAI 


AVAILABLE NOW FOR YOUR 
OSBORNE | 


For only $289, get integrated general ledger, accounts receivable, accounts 
payable, and payroll ready to run on your single or double density Osborne I. 


General Ledger-detailed reports for company 
and departments comparative financial state- 
ments(month, YTD, previous year). 


Accounts Receivable - instant customer 
account information (current and aged) with 


complete invoicing including open item and . 


Accounts Payable - current and aged pay- 
ables, complete vendor/voucher history, check 
writing, cash flow management reports. 


Payroll - all types of employees. Multiple state- 
ments, user modifiable tax tables, W-2 and 941 
printing (month, quarter and YTD totals). 


statement capabilities. 


SINGLE DENSITY SYSTEM CAPACITIES 
(double density has twice the capacity) 


General Ledger 600 accounts + transactions” 
Accounts Payable 600 vendors + transactions 
AccountsReceivable 600 customers + transactions 
Payroll 200 employees 


“a typical small business has about 100 accounts, leaving room for 500 transactions per month. 


Included with your system is a subscription to TCS Debits and Credits, a quarterly 
newsletter just for you. TCS Debits and Credits contains bug reports and correc- 
tions, ennancements to make the system more powerful or easier to use, infor- 
mation on compatible products, and helpful hints. 


Requires MBASIC, 132 column printer (MX-80 with compressed mode OK). 
Includes source code, sample data, and user manuals (540 pages). CA 
residents add 612% tax. Individual modules available for $109 each. 


Now available with the Trantor 5 or 10 megabyte 
hard disk for greater capacity. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE SYSTEMS 


1280-C NEWELL AVE,, SUITE 147 » WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 
ees (415) 625-1592 


MICROCOMPUTER SOFTWARE AND SYSTEMS 
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There's only one hazard with this setup. I use the backspace- erase 
(*—)a lot. And touch-type. Weird, man, to expect to sec a letter 
disappear and suddenly the damn machine starts whirring and KS appears 
at the top. I hit 0 instead of —, and get an extra save. Oh, well, I should 
have done a save about then, anyhow. So I hit “6 and get back where I 
was. 

ROLADEX AND ADDRESS LABELS 

I feed all the names and addresses of prospects into a data file called 
NEWBIZ.DOC | get them onto roladex cards with a merge print of the 
form file, ROLLO.DOC. Works great. If you haven't tackled the MailMerge 
section of the documentation yet, do it. It's easy. 

But then, I wanted to print out address labels, and couldn't get any 
guidance from the Os Book. Thanks to Gale Rhoades at Digital Deli, I 
discovered that it’s really simple. Just leave out the stuff you don’t want 

rinted. 
‘i In detail: Set up the data file (NEWBIZ.DAT) with data for each 
person as follows: NAME, COMPANY, ADDRESS, CITY, NCNM(nickname), 
PHONE. In ROLLO.DOC, embed a dot command: 
.RV NAME,COMPANY,ADDRESS,CITY,NCNM, PHONE 
and it will all print out according to the format you've designed with your 
&'s. 

But in ENVELOPDOC, I don’t want the last two items, so I don’t 
mention them in the format (although the dot command RV will look 
exactly like above) and the computer will skip over them. 

Try it. Works like a charm. 

BLOCK MOVES BETWEEN FILES 

Finally, because I’m writing a long catalog for Cromemco, | had to 
learn how to do block moves. That's really simple, cuz if you do it right, 
the block turns [to half-intensity] and you can ship it off to wherever you 
put your cursor. Which means anywhere within the file you’re working 
on. 

But having once run into a DISK FULL YOU DUMMY error, | now 
never let any file get longer than 6 to 8k. The Cromemco job was now in 
five files, CRO150.DOC to CRO155.DOC, on the same disk. 

And some of the products being described were shifted from one 
part of the catalog to another. 

Having just learned MailMerge stuff, I said, “Sonuvagun! I can move 
that block out of CRO151 into a file of its own (CROI5SA), then insert it 
into CRO153 with an embedded dot command (.FI B:CROISA) and 
merge-print it” It worked. And ] went to the FOG meeting to brag about 
my smarts. A couple of guys told me, when I said that the only hard part 
was figuring out my pagination, that I should explore Additional File 
Commands. 

There it is: instead of using a merge-print dot command, you can 
move the block into another file simply by entering the file 
(CRO153.DOC) and typing “KR and telling it to go get CROISA. Works 
like a charm. 

I sure hope other people out there will share their WordStar tricks 
with me. Cheers! 

PS. One of my fellow FOGgers let me copy a program called WASH 
that’s in the library. If you don’t have it yet, get it. Best 4K utility you can 
have for quick deletes, renames and general cleanup. I've added to every 
application disk in my file box. You'll see why if you get it. (It’s on 
— FOG.016 — Ed.) 
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A Few More Tricks 
By David Oates 


I have discovered a few characters that are not displayed on our 
keyboards. 


“| produces { 
“produces } 
“! produces ~ 
“= produces ‘ 
tht 


Modem7 And The Hayes 
Smartmodem On The Osbornel 
By Jack Brown 


For those of you lucky enough to own a Hayes Smartmodem, the 
following is a short tutorial on using Modem7 from the FOG library with 
the Hayes. The documentation supplied with modem? is rather intimidat- 
ing at first, but it's quite simple once you get started. 

To start with, boot the modem7 program (by typing MODEM7 when 
you see the A>),and you will get a menu of commands. I will explain 
these as we come to them. 

ENTERING THE BULLETIN BOARD: 

The easiest way to get to know the procedures is to access your local 
computer bulletin boards. In Vancouver, try the Frog Hollow BBS at 
873-4007 or the Surrey ABBS at 584-2543. To dial with the Smartmodem, 
you must first get to the menu in modem?. Then type ‘T.300 <CR>’. To 
get the attention of the Smartmodem you now type ‘AT’ followed by your 
dial command. (eg: ATDT8734007) (NOTE: USE UPPER CASE LETTERS 
TO GIVE COMMANDS TO THE SMART MODEM )The Smartmodem will 
now dial your number for you! 

When the phone rings at the other end, the BBS will send a tone to 
your computer, which will then answer with another tone, and will print 
on your screen ‘CONNECT’. If nothing happens within a few seconds try 
pressing return a few times.( This is to let the BBS know what speed you 
are using). Then you will see a sign-on message from the bulletin board, 
and it will ask you your name and other information. It will also give you 
options, such as going directly to the bulletin board or exiting to CP/M. 
Right now you want to go to the BBS. 

On entering the BBS, you will either get a menu of activities, or you 
will have to press ‘?’ for more information. The first time you enter the 
BBS try all the help menus. You will probably find them very useful. 
Usually pressing ‘Q' will give you a quick summary of messages on the 
board. Pressing ‘R’ will allow you to retrcive a message. (just give the msg 

/). When you have finished, usually ‘G’ (GOODBYE) will log you off the 
system. 

The BBS will give you the time spent on the system (did I really 
spend THAT much time?!), and say goodbye. The Smartmodem will print 
‘NO CARRIER’ when the BBS hangs up. Congratulations! You just made 
your first (of many) successful contacts with your local BBS! 

To return to CP/M, type a contro! E (“E) to return to the Modem7 
menu, then use the menu command ‘CPM<CR>" to return to the CP/M 
A>. : 

‘Transmitting and receiving information files will be covered in a later 


issue. 
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SYSTEM NOTES 


An Answer 
By Al Frazer 


The following is a response to Bradley S. Albom's problem which 
appeared in the June/July issue of FOGHORN (I have also called Mr. 
Albom with this information). 

The reason the system “randomly” scrolls is that the internal 
character-per-line counter in MBASIC will force a carriage return, line 
feed (<CR>,<LF>) when the number of characters since the last <CR> 
gets to whatever WIDTH is set for. My solution to the problem is to 
include a <CR> (CHR&13)) just prior to the string to position the 
cursor. CHR $(13) will not generate a automatic line feed, but will clear 
the character counter. 

I hope this solution is helpful to others — I know | was going buggy 
until 1 discovered it! 
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ONIPUTER Soa 
ANNERY 


P.O. BOX 23425 « SAN JOSE, CA 95153 
(408) /226-3184 


@ KEYBOARD EXTENSION CABLE 
3 foot extension allows you to 
place your large CRT infront of 
your keyboard and the OSBORNE 

off to the side........... 


PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE 


ADS-6001 . Parallel Centronics 6 foot |IEEE-Centronics allows you 
Printer equivalent to the NEC 8023 to run your EPSON or NEC or ??? 
with proportional spacing, Greek with your OSBORNE ..... $47.95 


alphabet set, expanded and com- 
pressed print, dot addressable 
graphics, 40% faster than EPSON - 
20% faster than NEC..... $529.95 


@ OPTOMIST Screen Filter in green, 
smoke or amber. Makes that 5” 
easy on your eyes! Attaches easily 
to the face of the OSBORNE in 

about a minute. .......... $9.95 


A MODEM for the OSBORNE 


— MODEM PORT — COMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE 
FOR THE OSBORNE. A _ multi- 
function communications program. 
PLINK & RCPMLINK .... $50.00 


MARK V by Anchor Automation 
is designed for the OCC-1 Modem 
Port. This is a Direct Connect, 


300 Band Modem which runs on a WIZARR of OsZ sf 
QV battery ..........05 $129.95 Bie 
g oi 


All items come with complete instructions and a limited 90 Day Warranty 
All items shipped UPS Freight Collect 
To Order send check or money order to: 
COMPUTER CANNERY — P. O. Box 23425 
San Jose, CA 95153 - 408/226-3184 


FOGHORN SOFIWARE HELP 


That’s Not A Bug, It’s A Feature 
By Bradley S. Albom 


With this issue of the FOGHORN. I'm pleased to introduce a new 
HELP column. The purpose of this column is to handle technical 
questions that all levels of users inevitably come up with. | emphasize all 
levels because | don't want this column to become the province of 
advanced hackers but rather an open forum for all of our members who 
need HELP. 

The format of this column will be quite simple. I'll depend on the 
members of FOG (or other OG's) to send me problems they are having in 
getting a program or software feature (read as BUG) to work. I will try, 
given my limited available time, to track down the solution or at least a 
way around the problem. More likely I'll print the problems here and 
hope that some other user has already come up with a solution. | may 
also get on my soap box from time to time about one of my many pet 
peeves. 

My motivation for starting this column is somewhat selfish. You may 
have noticed my letter in a previous FOGHORN about a problem I was 
having in MBASIC. Well, the response was immediate and gratifying and 
I'd like to thank those who phoned me. 

To summarize, | was trying to PRINT repeatedly to a line on the 
screen with a carriage return suppressed PRINT statement (ending with a 
semicolon). MBASIC would frequently ignore the carriage suppression 
and skip to the next line. This did wonders for my display. It turns out 
that MBASIC keeps an internal counter of the number of characters on a 
line and when this count is exceeded, it automatically goes to the next 
line. This is regardless of whether you've overprinted characters, in effect 
reusing their line position. You can change this internal parameter with 
the WIDTH statement. By using WIDTH 255, you eliminate this feature 
because when the count hits 255, instead of skipping a line, the counter is 
reset to 0. Note that using WIDTH 255 will probably screw up most uses 
of the POS function. 

One of my callers found this problem while using his EPSON printer 
to do graphics. He was printing one character at a time and found he was 
getting fragmented lines because of the same feature. One final note, the 
index to the MBASIC section of my manual did not list the WIDTH 
command so | only knew to go searching for it when someone told me it 
was there. | assume this will be corrected in a future manual edition. 

As long as we're on the topic of documentation, I'd like to throw out 
some ideas relating to FOG library software and other user software. First 
of all, | think it would be a good idea if we didn’t add software to the 
FOG library unless it has a corresponding .DOC file. This file should 
contain at least an explanation of what the program does and how it is 
used. 

! would also like to describe a documentation standard that I've been 
using on the job. It has worked well in situations where personnel in the 
field must use and maintain applications software written by someone 
else. My documentation consists of three sections, 1) An Installation 
Guide, 2) A User's Guide and 3) A Programmer's Guide. 

The Installation Guide is just that. You've got your software and 
documentation on a floppy, now what do you do? I start off with a list of 
what files actually should be on the floppy. Then I go through step by step 
instructions of anything you necd to do to make the software run. This 
includes hardware specific parameters (eg. you must have a line printer 
that accepts upsidedown BCD). 

The User's Guide is probably the most important section. It tells a 
user, totally unfamiliar with your software what he can do with it and 
how. This includes what he can't do with it and what might happen if he 
tries. In addition, while most of us try to make our software idiot proof, | 
have yet to find a program that I couldn't bomb given the right 
circumstances. | whole heartedly recommend you include any forseeable 
problems and their possible causes. At the very least, if you do this you're 
guaranteed that the bugs that do show up will have nothing to do with 
your documentation (Murphy's Law). Finally, and most important, when 
you finish your user's section, have someone totally unfamiliar with your 


software review it. Another FOG member would be appropriate or better 
yet give it to your 12 year old daughter. It's amazing what you think is 
intuitively obvious when you've written the program. 

Last but not least, we come to the Programmer's Guide. If you expect 
the user to make any kind of changes to your code (to better satisfy his 
needs) you should include this section. It doesn’t need to be as simplistic 
as the user's section but it should concentrate on how your program is 
structured. If you find there is no structure to your software, leave this 
section out or better yet, scrap the program. You should also include 
examples of common changes that the user might want to make. Needless 
to say, your code should also be liberally documented. A minimum of 1 
line of comment for every 5 lines of code and remember, the more the 
better. If your writing in MBASIC you might include two copies of the 
program. One with documentation for the user to understand and one 
without for performance. 

One last comment before | get down from the soapbox. The most 
important part of your documentation are examples. Use plenty of them, 
you're more likely to have not enough than too many. And while you're 
writing, put yourself in the user's seat. Keep in mind that if he doesn't 
understand your software he probably won't use it, and more important, 
he won't buy from you again. 

I hope this column will become a useful tool for all FOG members. 
Now the question you've all been waiting for, “How do I get my questions 
answered?”. Simply write to me at the address below. I would prefer 
letters of one page or less. ll probably have trouble fitting any larger 
problem into a column this size. The larger problems are probably dealt 
with best in dedicated FOGHORN articles as they have been in the past. 
My address is: 

Bradley S. Albom 
c/o COMSOL 
P.O. BOX 206 
Pt. Richmond, Calif 94807-0206 
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APPLICATIONS TOOL BOX 


A Non-Program For Information 
Retrieval 
By Ralph Nottingham 


On my previous computer, a Radio Shack TRS-80, I had set up a 
program for information retrieval from magazine articles. The procedure 
was rather cumbersome, and involved storing the references in strings in 
a BASIC program, and then searching the strings. 

When | became acquainted with the O1, and WordStar, | realized that 
there was a better way: a WordStar file, and the FIND command. So, I put 
a fresh disk in the B drive, and started a new file named MAGIND 
(magazine index). | then waded through three years back-issues of about 
six microcomputer magazines and made my entrics. The procedure is 
this: 

As I read through a magazine, | note on the back cover, the page 
number of any articles which interest me. This may run from zero to six 
articles per issue. Now I am not interested in authors or titles, but topics, 
so | enter one to six or seven key words for each article, followed by the 
page number. Typical entries look like this: 


MICRO MAY 82 
CROSSTALK MODEM CP/M 18 
OSBORNE MODEM MICRO-LINK 24 
Sa eam RETRIEVAL KWIC QADIRS GLOBAL SEARCH 
FIND 
VOLTAGE SPIKES SAGS TRANSIENTS NOISE 72 
UNIX CP/M 144 
CREATIVE COMP MARCH 82 
BATTERIES TESTS BATTERY LIFE 48 
STAR MAP 184 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


With Trantor’s mass storage hard disk system 
you can expand the capability of your 
Osborne 1* computer, giving you the speed, 
convenience and flexibility of more expensive 
computers. It offers you the advantage of a 
centralized file system with all data available 
for immediate access. 


The installation procedure takes less than ten 
minutes and requires no technical expertise. 
Thereafter the system is ready to use and 
requires no preventative maintenance. 


THE TRANTOR 
5 AND 10 MEGABYTE SYSTEMS: 


Connect to the [EEE port. 


Come complete with cable and installation 
diskette. 


Can be configured as either logical drives 
A&B or C&D. 


Utilities included to configure the arrow 
keys per either Wordstart or CP/M* 
formats. 


Disk diagnostics and exerciser provided. 


Can back-up files from the hard disk onto 
one or more floppy diskettes. /t can also 
restore information from multiple floppies 
back onto the hard disk as one file. 


Come with a 120 day limited warranty. 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OSBORNE DEALER 
OR 
TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 


*® Osvorne 1 Is a registered trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation 
tT Wordstar Is a registered trademark of MicroPro 
# CP/M ise registered trademark of Digital Research 


And there it is, my instant-info file. When I want information, I load 
this file under WordStar and give the FIND command, “QF followed by 
the topic desired. Wham! There is the first reference. “L, and there come 
all subsequent references. I think it's slick, and I use it often. | hope you 
will too. 
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Quick Vertical Lines 
by Dick Ezzard 


Sometimes when working within a WordStar file, vertical lines are 
needed. Perhaps you want to delineate columns of material. Or set off 
some text in a box for emphasis. 

To draw vertical lines quickly, type in a number of carriage returns in 
quick succession: Hold down the carriage return key and let it repeat the 
required number of times. 

You will notice that your cursor drops down the page, as above. 
Next, reposition the cursor at the top of the area where you will draw 
vertical lines, and use WordStar’s “Qa to find those carriage returns and 
replace them with, for example, a tab, a vertical character (“” is good), 
and a “N (carriage return). For options, enter the number of times to 
repeat and “n” to replace all the carriage returns automatically, without 


Your response to the FIND? query is “N. The above line was 
obtained by answering REPLACE WITH? by “I°N, ie., a tab, the character 
““and “N. If you need more than one vertical line, replace with spaces 
between the vertical characters: 


Presto: two quick vertical lines. Created by replacing carriage 
returns with “I “N 

If you want a box, go back to the top of the lines, use “N to insert a 
new linc and position the cursor. Then type in the right number of 
underscores. 


At the bottom, with insert off, you can put in underscores to finish 
the box. And with insert still off, you can write a message or headline 
inside the box without disturbing the lines. Finally, center each line if 
desired, 
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CONTACTS 


Under this heading you will find a Groups which either do not yet have a 
regular meeting date and time or have not sent in a listing for the calender. If 
you want your group listed, send the information to P.O, BOX 11683-A, Palo 
Alto, CA, 94306. Please mark your envelope “CONTACTS”. 


Osborne Personal Computer Owners Business Owners Group. P. 0. BOX 
6530, Portland, OR, 97228 (503 )642-9692. 


Yankee Osborne User's Group. P. 0. BOX 183, Storrs, CT, 06268 
New York Osborne User's Group. 3132 Fairfield Avenue, Bronx, NY,1046 


Greater Baltimore-Washington Osborne Users Group. 5373-2 Harpers Farm 
Road, Columbia, MD, 21045 


Tasmania, Australia. % Ian Sykes, 28 Welman Street, Launceston, 7250, 


Tasmania 


Venezuela. % Dr. Manuel Crespo, Apartado 1060, 
Barquisimento.EDO.LARA. 


Cincinnati Osborne Users’ Group. 6404 Coffey Street, Cincinatti, OH, 45230 
Boston Users Group. % Jay Siegel, 165A Mt. Vernon St., Boston, MA,02108 


Oberlin College. % George Bosela, Irvin E. Houck Computer Center, 
Oberlin, OH, 44074, (216)775-8290 


Osborne Komputer Owners Klub. P. 0. BOX 40429, Pasadena, CA, 91104, 
(213)355-9693 


FOGHORN 
P.O. Box 11683-A 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 


t 


Lubback Osborne Group. P. 0. BOX 16771, Lubbock, TX, 79490 
Saudi Arabia. % A. Alan Cates % Al Hoty Est. Bldg 17,A.C.C. Dhahran North, 
Dhahran. 


Alaska Osborne Users’ Group. 100 W. Int'l Airport Rd.#106, Anchorage, 
(907)276-4268 . 


San Diego Comp $oc— Osborne SIG. P.O. BOX 81537, San Diego, CA, 92138, 
(714)234-7823 wt 

Denver Osborne Group. % John Gaudio, 2. O. BOX 27826, Denver, CO, 
80227 Say a2 

Gold Coast Osborne Group. % Jim Powers, 7605 SW 71st Ave, So. Miami, FL, 
33143 i: te 

Central Ohio Osborne Users Group. 3214 kenny Rd., Columbus, OH, 43221 
Sydney Australia. 4 Andy Rossiak, phone 001-61-2-230-5857 


Surrey England, Robert Griffen, phone Epsom 24319 
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